
Black History Season Flag
First week of October

The winning design from Malaika 
Parillon Langlais Baron, who won 
the schools Black History Month 
competition in 2018, will be flown again 
throughout October.  
Hackney Town Hall, E8 1EA

Windrush Cricket Callout
All ages 
Throughout Black History Season

Hackney Council needs your assistance 
in gathering information for their 
community engagement project 
focusing on the  Windrush generation’s 
experience of cricket  Here, the focus 
has often been on ‘white majority’ 
reactions to touring West Indies teams. 
Recently, there has been increasing, 
long-overdue emphasis placed on the 
position of West Indies cricket in the 
eyes of Black emigrants and settlers.

If you have cricket-related pictures, 
memorabilia, old kit or stories to share 
we would love to hear from you.

Contact:  
ladi.ajayi@hackney.gov.uk

Reading List
During October and to celebrate Black 
History Season, Hackney Libraries will 
post daily book recommendations with 
the following themes:

5 - 11 Oct:  Black British sci-fi and  
fantasy authors

12 - 18 Oct:  Black crime fiction authors

19 - 24 Oct: Afro Caribbean classics

25 - 31 Oct:  Children and  
teen Black authors

All book recommendations will be 
posted on Facebook and Twitter

Hackney Libraries Children’s 
Programme
All children’s activities will be pre-
recorded and posted on Hackney 
Libraries’ Facebook and linked to Twitter 
with the following weekly themes:

5 - 11 Oct:  Black British sci-fi and  
fantasy books

12 - 18 Oct: A week of Black firsts

19 - 25 Oct:  Black people who changed 
the world

26 - 1 Nov: Local Black heroes

Marvellous Mondays  
Every Monday, 4.30pm Children of 
all ages

Join our Marvellous Monday making 
activities each week, inspired by African 
and Caribbean stories. Marvellous 
Monday activities are pre-recorded and 
will be posted on Hackney Libraries’ 
Facebook and Twitter

Brain Teasers
Every Monday, Wednesday and 
Saturday, 11am and 4pm Children 
of all ages

Have a go at Hackney Libraries’ quizzes, 
crosswords and teasers posted every 
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday 
during October featuring the theme 
of the week. Brain Teasers activities 
are pre-recorded and will be posted on 
Hackney Libraries’ Facebook and Twitter

African and  
Caribbean Recipes
Every Wednesday in October we will 
post a short video featuring an African 
or Caribbean recipe for you to try and 
share with your friends. All recipes will be 
posted on Hackney Libraries’ Facebook 
and Twitter

Hackney’s Black History Season supports the work 
within the Council’s Black Lives Matter motion and 
our commitments towards ensuring we are an  
anti-racist borough. For information on our motion, 
visit bit.ly/HC_BLM
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For more information on Hackney’s Black History Season visit
lovehackney.uk/black-history-season 
hackney.gov.uk/black-history

            @HackneyBlackHistory
#HackneyBlackHistory20

Black History Season 2020 
October and November 2020
Celebrating culture and history, recognising 
achievements and enriching Young Black Power in 
Hackney’s African and Caribbean community
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Storytime
Every Thursday, 11am Children of 
all ages

Watch Hackney Libraries’ African and 
Caribbean traditional storytime with our 
wonderful librarians. Storytime activities 
are pre-recorded and will be posted on 
Hackney Libraries’ Facebook and Twitter 

Lockdown Poetry Group
Every Thursday, 6pm - 7.30pm

During Black History Season join the 
Hackney Libraries Lockdown Poetry 
Group on Thursday evenings where they 
will be exploring the life and work of 
Black poets and spoken word artists, like 
Warshan Shire, Raymond Antrobus and 
Roger Robinson. 

Booking/Contact:  
libraries@hackney.gov.uk

Disco Loco -  
History of Reggae
Fridays 9, 16 and 23 October,  
10am and 11am

Ages under 5s and parent/guardians

Hosted by legendary reggae selector 
Earl Gateshead (formerly of Trojan 
Sound System) Disco Loco History of 
Reggae is a 45-minute music session for 
you and your little ones to enjoy.

From its ska and rocksteady origins in 
Jamaica through to roots and dancehall, 
Earl Gatehead tells the story of reggae 
through the eras, accompanied by  
‘sounds,’ on original 7-inch records. 
Listen to the stories and have a dance at 
this very special in person event!

16 October session is for Kings Crescent 
Estate residents only. Disabled access. 
Booking/Contact:  
hackneyshowroom.com/reggae

VIP Film Screening: Africa 
and Caribbean History in 
Hackney + Q&A with  
Bad Lay-Dee
Wednesday 7 October,  
7pm - 8.30pm All ages 

Join Hackney Museum for an online 
screening of a new film which gives an 
overview of local African and Caribbean 
history. The film features stories 
from their collections, displays and 
exhibitions, creatively woven together 
by spoken word artist and performer, 
Bad Lay-Dee. Followed by a Q&A.

Online 
Booking information

Tracing African Caribbean 
Ancestry:  
Who Do You Think You Are? 
Monday 12 October,  
6.30pm - 7.30pm

Join genealogist Paul Crooks at this 
online event to hear his captivating 
account of how he traced his family 
history, from London, back six 
generations, to ancestors captured on 
the West African coast and enslaved on 
a sugar plantation in Jamaica.

Booking information

Ladybird Boy
Wednesday 21 October, 8pm  
Age 18+

Legendary venue, The Glory, plays host 
to Windrush descendant Rhys Hollis 
for a cabaret and theatre performance 
about his life as a Black queer Hackney 
artist. Rhys will be joined by three guest 
artists who will present performance 
art and spoken word, sharing Windrush 
stories from the perspective of young 
queer Black people in London.

The Glory, E2 8AS

Booking information

Tracing Windrush Ancestry: 
Secrets of the Passenger List 
Monday 26 October,  
6.30pm - 7.30pm

Paul Crooks pioneered research into 
African-Caribbean genealogy during 
the 1990s. Join this talk as he takes you 
through how he used the passenger 
lists to shed new light on the history of 
his octogenarian father - a Windrush 
generationer, and discover how you  
can use the passenger lists to help 
explore your African and Caribbean 
ancestry. 

Booking information

Online Reading Group
Thursday 29 October

Join Hackney Libraries friendly online 
reading group for a discussion of 
Afropean: Notes from Black Europe by 
Johny Pitts, winner of the 2020 Jhalak 
Prize. You can collect a copy of the book 
from CLR James Library, Dalston Square, 
E8 3BQ

Online  
Booking information 

Black History Poster Map
From late October All ages

The Council’s Black history poster map 
will highlight significant moments in 
history and will map positive landmarks 
and legacies across Hackney. The new 
poster will be available in print and 
online. Hackney Library Service will also 
offer free guided historical walking tours 
with the map.

Download your copy  from late October 
or look out for it in the November edition 
of Hackney Life

Stop and Research:  
Police and the Community  
in Hackney
Wednesday 11 November,  
6pm - 8pm Ages 16+

Hackney Archives and social action 
project ACCOUNT explore the past, 
present and future of policing in 
Hackney through creative responses, 
discussion and community campaigning 
material from the archives.

Online  
Booking information
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Guided Black History Walks 
To celebrate the launch of the 
Hackney’s Black History Map, Lydia 
Julien from Hackney Libraries Services 
leads friendly and informal walks across 
the borough with live poetry readings 
using the map. Each walk lasts 1-2 hours 
with stops. Book in advance.

Meeting point:  
Dalston CLR James Library Dalston 
Square, E8 3BQ 

14 Nov, 11am

21 Nov,  11am - 11.40am   
Family friendly shorter walk

Booking/Contact:  
library.readwrite@hackney.gov.uk

Archiving Your History
Wednesday 25 November,  
6pm - 8pm Ages 16+

Join the archives team to discover the 
stories of the African and Caribbean 
people and organisations in their 
collections. Learn how to care for your 
own personal archives and help future 
generations understand your history.

Online  
Booking information

WW1 to Windrush and Beyond
Saturday 28 November,  
4pm All ages 

Afrikan Heritage Writers celebrate, 
educate and commemorate the 
women of the Windrush generation 
with a free Zoom event to share stories 
and poetry from their first book, ‘100 
Years Unheard: WW1 and the Afrikan 
Diasporan Woman’ - an anthology of 
poetry and prose.

Online Booking/Contact:  
houseofamau@gmail.com

HDS12479
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Young Black and Present: 
Puppetry and Embellished 
Storytelling
Every Thursday throughout 
October, 4pm - 5pm Ages 6 - 11

Stories and book reading sessions 
focusing on Black icons and local 
influencers around a fire pit. Children 
can then make puppets, share stories 
and engage in imaginative role play 
that gives space to discuss race, society 
and change.

Hackney Marsh Adventure 
Playground, Kingsmead Way, 
Clapton, E9 5PP. Disabled access

Booking/Contact:  
hackneymarshap@hackney.gov.uk

The Edge Youth Hub
Monday 5 - Friday 30 October  
4.30pm-5.30pm Ages 8 -12, and  
7.30pm-8.30pm Ages 12 - 19 

Offering a daily programme of activities 
for young people to recognise Black 
History throughout October. Including 
arts and crafts, film club, debate club, 
African drumming and a celebration of 
Black characters in gaming. 

The Edge Youth Hub-7 Woodberry 
Grove, Woodberry Down, London N4 
1SN. Disabled access.

Booking/Contact:  
rabea.begum@hackney.gov.uk

Forest Road Youth Hub
Monday 5 - Friday 30 October  
4.30pm - 5.30pm Ages 8 - 12 and  
7.30pm - 8.30pm Ages 13 - 19 up to 
25 SEND

Offering a daily programme of activities 
for young people to recognise Black 
History throughout October. Including 
arts and crafts, film club, debate club, 
African drumming and a celebration of 
Black characters in gaming.

29 Forest Rd, Dalston, E8 3BY.  
Disabled access

Booking/Contact:  
jasvinder.degwa@hackney.gov.uk

Young Hackney Sport Unit 
(YHSU)
Monday 5 - Friday 30 October

These sport sessions will identify Black 
athletes and attach inspirational 
words or acts of activism that can be 
associated with them. In addition, 
weekly podcast sessions aim to give 
young people a space to discuss the 
acts of activism by Black athletes in the 
UK and abroad particularly in the US.

Booking/Contact:  
YHSportsunit@hackney.gov.uk

The Entity Visits:  
Tate Modern
Thursday 8 October, 6pm  
Ages 16 - 25

Trip to the Tate Modern for the first 
major retrospective of visual activist 
Zanele Muholi in the UK.

Tate Modern, Bankside, SE1 9TG

Booking/Contact:  
modi.abdoul@hackney.gov.uk

Young Black and Present:  
Black History Season  
Film Club
Every Friday, 9 October -  
11 December,  
6.30pm - 8.30pm Ages 10 - 15 

10 days, 10 outdoor films and 
documentaries showcasing and 
promoting awareness of Black culture, 
importances and history. Young people 
will be able to view showcased talent 
and events from a compiled list of 
movies that significantly impact and 
represent Black culture and lives.

Hackney Marsh Adventure 
Playground, Kingsmead Way, 
Clapton, E9 5PP. Disabled access

Booking/Contact:  
hackneymarshap@hackney.gov.uk
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For full listings and further information  
younghackney.org

FREE 
Young Hackney 
October - December 2020
An exploration of all the ways in which African and Caribbean cultural 
heritage has informed, enriched and sometimes been co-opted by 
Western monoculture. The programme of events and activities promotes 
the history and contributions of African and Caribbean communities. 
Aimed to help us understand the present through our past. This year’s 
theme will be ‘Young Black Power’. 
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The Entity Presents: History 
isn’t About the Past
Thursday 15 October,  
6pm Ages 16 - 25

Discussion on the impact of 
yesterday’s stories and how and why it 
still impacts our lives today.

Online Booking/Contact:  
modi.abdoul@hackney.gov.uk

Black History at Shoreditch 
Adventure Playground
Monday 26 - Friday 30 October, 
10am - 5pm Ages 6 - 15

During October half term, Shoreditch 
Adventure Playground will host a range 
of creative workshops for young people 
in celebration of Black History Season.

Shoreditch Adventure Playground, 
Mintern Street, N1 5EF. Disabled 
access

Booking information 

HDS12479

For more information on Hackney’s Black History Season visit
lovehackney.uk/black-history-season 
hackney.gov.uk/black-history

            @HackneyBlackHistory
#HackneyBlackHistory20

mailto:modi.abdoul%40hackney.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.younghackney.org/organisation/shoreditch-adventure-playground/
https://www.lovehackney.uk/black-history-season
https://hackney.gov.uk/black-history
https://www.facebook.com/HackneyBlackHistory/

